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Public records, you may have noticed, are essential to the work I do here on MK.Org. Without them it’s hard for me to find subjects without turning to unsubstantiated mouth-off-shooting.1 And local agencies including pretty much every department of the City of Los Angeles have always been very bad about producing records. They stall, they temporize, they lie, they go silent, and use a tediously unvaried set of ridiculous excuses to explain their noncompliance with the law. 

And to that list of standardized and implausible excuses they’ve added the COVID-19 pandemic.2 About which they’re almost certainly mostly lying, but I still don’t feel right hassling actual individual City employees about my requests because who knows what unimaginable personal tragedies they might be dealing with? It occurred to me pretty recently that if the City’s going to fail to produce records for me to write about I could write about their failures to produce. 

It’s an inexhaustible source of topics, and I’m kicking things off with a post about City Council District 13, an inexhaustible source all on its own.3 This ill-fated district is infamously repped by the widely despised Mitch O’Farrell, who along with his frontman and loyal minion Dan Halden, manages to violate the CPRA in any number of egregious but interesting ways, some of them unique in my experience to his office alone. Today we’re talking about just one of them, which is delay of production.4
 Continue reading Mitch O’Farrell And The California Public Records Act — His Office Violates It So Egregiously That — Comparisons Fail Me — Here’s The Story Of One Request — From May 2019 — That It Took Loyal O’Farrell Flunky Dan Halden Eleven Months To Complete — Along The Way He Lied And Lied And Lied — Obviously At O’Farrell’s Bidding — For Instance In June 2019 He Said It Would Take Six Months Of Work To Finish — And When He Finally Got Around To It He Did The Whole Damn Job In Essentially One Week — Which Would Have Been Great If That Week Hadn’t Started On April 14, 2020 — This Is The Same O’Farrell Who Voted Against An Eviction Moratorium Because He Said It Would Be Illegal For The City Council To Pass It — He Called It A “Pretend Measure Which We Could Never Enforce” — Which Is Apparently How He Sees The Public Records Act As Well — This Is Part One In An Endless Series By The Way — The Next Installment Is About O’Farrell’s Redaction Policies — Which Are More Illegal — And More Weird — Than You Can Probably Imagine — Hinted At Briefly In The Cartoon! →
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		It’s not just candy, but public records for everyone with the SFPD!As you may remember, in January 2015 I requested some emails from the LAPD under the CPRA.  After 11 months of inaction, noodging, and stubbornness, last month they finally produced about 3% of the records I’d requested, with the (so far unfulfilled) promise of more to come. I am not the only one to have had this problem. 
Anyway, on December 21, it occurred to me to make experimental requests for innocuous records to various police departments around the state and then, depending on the results, write to the Los Angeles Police Commission about how other cities around California are, somehow, able to abide by the law.  I abandoned that aspect of the plan because, as fate would have it, the very next day a bunch of people sued the LAPD over their flouting of the Public Records Act, obviating the need for any letters from me.  But the requests were still out there, so I let them ride.  

Berkeley and Long Beach still have failed to acknowledge my requests, even though it’s been 24 days since I sent them.  This is in spite of the fact that Berkeley has a city-wide guide to CPRA requests and a far-reaching open government ordinance.  The difference between Berkeley PD’s nonresponsiveness and the LAPD’s is that Berkeley has an administrative procedure to encourage city departments to follow the law whereas Los Angeles has nothing of the sort.  I’m not going to go that route because I don’t have time, but it’s nice to know it’s there.  I don’t know exactly what’s up with Long Beach, but have no plans to press them.

However, the City and County of San Francisco, which also has a sunshine ordinance (the League of Women Voters thinks it was the first such municipal statute), followed the law scrupulously (with one minor lapse).  I asked for the last 100 emails between the SFPD and the Union Square BID.  And here is what they sent.  They didn’t supply them in the native format I requested, which they’re required to do by law, but even here they did better than the LAPD.  I’ll describe the interesting formatting compromise they (unilaterally) made after the break.  Again, LAPD and the rest of the City of Los Angeles have a lesson they could learn from this.

 Continue reading San Francisco Police Department Fulfills Experimental CPRA Request in 23 Days (!) and Provides Emails in an Actually Almost Usable Format →
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	Donate
Our costs are paid by a generous private grant, but these people can use your money, and lots of it, friends!


• Skid Row Neighborhood Council Formation Committee 


• Los Angeles Catholic Worker — Dorothy Day's truth goes marching on right here in the City of Angels.


• Los Angeles Community Action Network — Showing all of us the way to the promised land.


• K-Town For All Amazon Wishlist — These people work miracles every day on the streets of Los Angeles. Buy them stuff to give away or Venmo $$ @KtownforAll.
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We’re on Twitter!
			@DotKohlhaas



		Our YouTube Channel
			Click here.  See videos of BID Patrol operations, public meetings of the BIDs and committees, etc.

		MK.org on Archive.org
			Click here to see our collection on archive.org.  Here you will find PDFs of all our publications, as well as photographs and other public records related to our mission.

		Los Angeles BID Wiki
			The Los Angeles BID Wiki will eventually collect and organize all of our information and understanding of BIDs in Los Angeles.  Sadly this project is on hold due to time constraints.  If you're interested in collaborating on it, you can drop me a line.
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