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This action was brought by plaintiffs Los Angeles Catholic Worker, 

2 CANGRESS, Harry James Jones, Lloyd Hinkle, Walter Shoat: and Louis Grady 

3 against Defendants Los Angeles Downtown Industrial District, Central City East 

4 Association, and the City of Los Angeles, alleging that Defendants and their 

5 agents violated Plaintiffs' rights guaranteed by-the United States Constitution, the 

6 California Constitution, and telated laws by seizing the unattended property of 

7 Plaintiffs and other homeless individuals· in downtown Los Angeles. Defendants 

8 have denied au n;ia_te~rial allegations ii"Ohe complaint. 

9 The parties have agreed that in.orderto ~void the continuation of protracted 

IO and costly litigation, the controversy should be res().1-v_edwith-c>llt a trial and 

11 th¢r~fore have ~greed .to the ~ttached settlement al?J'eement and request the Court 

1:2 enter this si:ipulatedjudgmerit. 

13 It is h~r~by 0r eted and ~dj,qdg'¢g that: 
14 L EQt1lTABLE TERMS 

15 , D~fendants Los Angeles Downtown Industri~t))istri¢t ancfC¢~~l Qify Ea5t 
16 - ' 

fofss_ocia ·ion shall co¢ply witlithe folloW.iflgJenn$; 
17 l . LAO ID agrees not to seize an di or destro)" or othet:Wise r~emp:ve ~ny 
18 property ftom sia~walks .ot otnet put)Jit( spaee-s·.-witJilir fbe I;;AJ)ID,: excepvas 
l~ 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

w;pvid~~; ner¢ip. 

I,,AP.ID frot;u re:¢ovfog ,pr6peey~ftorti sidewalksand ,o.ther 'ptiblic spaces·within 

the. LAD.ID in the followi~_,g, circ.umstances: 

a. LADID BID officers may hrunediately move unattended items 

that are within ten f~et of any opera,tion~l and. utilizabl~ 

ei:itranCie, exjt, dn'V.eW,ay or loadirt.g dock ofa. building_ or 

property in the 'LAOID, or impeding a 3frif.lch c-lttaranc~ fot 

tra:vel pµrsµant to the .ADA. In the ·event that items ate moved, 

they will n0t be seized or destr~yed-'by BID officers. 
2 
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b. Property moved und~r Section 2(a) may not be moved any 

further than is n.e·cessary to clear the driveway or passage to the 

entrance of a building or property~ 

c. BID officers may remove trash arid dumped items that are in 

the. gutter; sidewalk, street or alley, or within three feet of a 
. . .. 

trash ca-n; provided the items or trash appear to be placed there 

for trash removal. 

d. BID officers ma,y immediately remove· unattended bulky items 

ftomthe street or sidewalk. Bu~y items are defined as.large 

pieces o.f fµiniture, mattres$es, or ot,her items that cannot be 

brokeil down to fit Within a 60 gallon storage:;bin,, but does not 

'indude: tents; shopping, carts;. bic.;ydes~ wheelchairs, crutqh~s 

ot pt.bet' tY.P.-le& bf as$.i~dve,:me:dtc~l deyites; 'or luggage and 

bag§ .. either ftlled nr unfilled~ ,.., 

e• ·l'{othing,i.n 'thj_s ~eijl~tn~nt~ill pr_ev _ n~ BID officers· from 

responding to a· Public Health or Safefy .Emer~ency witbin the 
mo, a:s 4efih¢4 below. 

i. For:pu~poses ofthis :sectfon, Pubtic 'lfealth or Safety 

Eme~g¢nqy i& defll(~(l .$ ~ '$.iW~tfoJ?. th~~ crea~es ah 
-" 

mnnel:llate··tfueatto pubifohealth or safetyl such:as_ a fire 

or a ·hfock~ . &ton:n ~am th~t c.otild r~stjlt in flooding. 
TM~ s~ction iS intended. to apply only to situations where 

tfie rfak of ~ignificant hatm-. is: SQ imtilirie11ttha~ ifwoijld 

be irnpra~ti.cal to wait for the City to address the issue 

without he s:imation,worsenijig. Significanthahp. 'is 

<iefin~Cl a.sphysic;al inju.ry,Jlbwss or death, or damB:ge to 

property; 

3 

[PROPOSED] $'.f'rPULhl.\11:'.D.JUDGNlE . T 

Case 2:14-cv-07344-PSG-AJW   Document 124   Filed 03/10/17   Page 3 of 9   Page ID #:1828



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lO 

11 

12 

:r~ 

14 

1~ 

f 6 
17 

T8 

19 

20 

21 

~ 

:2j 

24 

2:S 

i6 

27 

~8 

f. 

u. In the event that there rs a Public Health or Safety 

Emergency identified by BID officers as objectively 

requiting un~rtended property to·t>e removed from the. 

s-idewalk, BID officers must ·first contact LAPD or the 

Bureau of Sanitation-to address the iSsue and document 

the date and time ofthe call. · 

BID o.fficers may remove property :from sideWa:lks and public 

areas in· tp_e: LADI3 that they have an o~jectively reasonable 

belief'is abandoned, aft0r p1·oviding notice as uutlined bel()W. 

i. Abandoned property fa defined 3$-p,roperty where there 

is rto"objectively reasonable belief that the p~operty· 

belongs 'to :a pefson. 
ij. PrnpertyWilJ hot'be deemed abandoned;'i:f:-

1, Theuwner Qftbe.pr0perty is p e§ent; 

,:2; The property 1.1-as: prevfousJ;v. been tagged .for 

~moval~ the prop~rty h~ be'e)t. ~oyed atJyast 

twenty- teet, Within. tw~nty-four hours ofb&i.t1g 

tag.~ed .for removal b~y-'BlD :officer; er 
;3. ItU; packed up an.d pla-0~11 adjacent t~ a building, 

wall or fence insuchamanner-as to alfolv ·36~~ of 

c.leai'ance Jor trav({.1 P,Ui:Si:lap t<i} the ADA 'Abel, is 
not ~ttached to a builcting, ·waU-or'.fenae~ 

. . . .· .. ,. . .. 

~. alld e.ithi;lr 

4 

i. the property has a sigµ on it 

in<ii~rin-gthat it~ not ~bandoned 

property 
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ii. or it has been identified by an 

individual near the property as 

belonging to a specific individual. 

Removal of Abandoned Prop~rtyl 

I. Before removing· property for whiChthere is an 

objectivelyteasonable bdie.fthat it may be abandoned, 

BID officer~ will first ask any people who '.are nearby tu 

wht>tn' the property;belongs. 

ii. If no one identifies the:property and the property-is not 

packed up . cQllilist~nt with 2{f)(ii)(S); the BID officers 

may affix a written· notice to the.preperty in question, 

'ifidica'fingthat ifthe prqP,etty is uo.t m0ved within 

twenty'-fuut {24) hoursaft~r .pe-stin;g ofnotice, i't:willbe 

deemed abandcmecf ana Jtemoved, 
Ht If p:o one i~~ntlfies the'prop.er . and the prope~ :is 

packed up :censistent w'it)l $'ecfi~~ftJ(ii)(3), but BID. 

9ffic:ers· ha'v~ obs·er\fed':thtf,ptopettJ mthe sam·e location,. 

unattended and p·oteotia~' abandone.d for twenty•foµr 

(24) h0µts~ ... the'fflP officers m~y--affix a written no1ice to 
the~property in questfon,. indicating: that if the property is 

nQl mov¢d within Jw~ntY-f<>Ui:(2~0h~urs a~er postiiig ·9f 

notieel,·it will be deemed abandoned and removed. If 

after tWenty t:o,ut q\)i.\rs after j.>Q$_t,h;m a nptiCe,_' the 
. . 

property has not' been moved to a new locatiOn at least 

20 feet frqm the 'lovation)>f p'osting, BID. offic"eI'S may 

tjeerrt ~be pro:perty .abandbrted. and remove it from the 

sidewalk. Writt~n notice. ofmoving or n;movaJ sh~ll b~ 

c;l¢atly posted '?t the Iocati~h where the property was 

5 
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found. This notice must· indicate where the property is 

stored and how the property e>wner may retrieve the 

property. 

iv. Any propetty taken pursuant to this agreement must be 

stored for a minimum of9() days for the owner"to 

retrieve the property. LADID may store the property in a. 

storage facility· located within the BID. At its discretion, 

LAPID inay provide the property to the City of Los 

Angeles for storage in ·a storage facility within the BID 

fot 4l least 90 days. If the LAD ID changes the location 

of storage,. the LAD TD must notice·P1aintiffs; Counse'l of 

the new JocatiOn for storage, no le$'s than 10 dC\YS before 

~e :Storage location cha~es. 
h; BID offi.cers. may retrieve lost'i.te~. which tn.USt then' be 

:ti.¢1 rl o-Yer ta the police pursuant·to California CivH Code 

Section.:i 'CJ80: I; e~~ept however, '.fhe retri'eval of lost itetns 

mu·st 1'e c;Iocilnlenteq•Pili'Suttnt to S~ction 3 below, 

18 3. Documentation of'Activities 

19 

2.0 

21 I 

22 

23 

~A 

25 

26 

27 

28 

a. .Pr-Qp.¢,·tfy 1hat:is)1b~i:ced as "abandoned'' wiil be/ph0t0~raP,hed 

at the start: of.the::24 hour notice period. 

b. All propvrfy mo:Ved er terneved from sidewalk~ O:r o~et public 

spa.ces·'!n the LADitlunder subdivisions '2(a).-(b), 2.(d), 2(e), 

·2( fj-(g) Qt 2(h) a.Pov~~ shall qe photographecl:at W:~ tihre of 

rempVal,, ~betbre it is disturbed. 

.c. The photQgr~phs. will depiCt the property removed as· it)ooked 

.before p~h1g touched by the BID<officer or officers and the 

reason for removal of tbe p.rop~rty. 

6 
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d. Upon request, and no more often than every 90 days, LADID 

'Will make available for inspection by Plaintiffs' CotinSel 

written records of each instance in which BID officers moved 

or removed property from sidewalks ot other public spaces 

within the LAD ID under subdivisions 2(ar2(h) above. The 

recotd for each instance shall include the location ofthe 

property, the justification for each response, phot0sra;p~, and 

evidence of calls. to the City of Los Angeles (where· 

applicable}. 

LA.DID will include specific languag(! ih its AnruJal Planning Report 

n that provides that LADID is·,subject to the tetms.:ofthis Settlement Agreementan·d' 

12, any Co11rt Orders or Ju.dgments entered pursuant to thfa Settlement Agreement. 

n Tfiis I~uage:wm be agreed upori by the pai,ties. 
t4 5. BID officers will receive specific trainin~ regardh~g the·ten;ns. of ibis 

1~ $ettl¢tnent, whleh will be'provi~bd by ~n t)tits1g~ entify a;greet}: up'otjl?Y ~¢ p~tes 
16 and the contents ·ofwhi.ChwilLbeappreved.by Plaintiff$ :counsel. 

tl. .MONETARY TERMS 
18 
19 A. Defendant Central City East Association -shall p·ay twenty~five 

:io- l'.lt(?·µSand dQl~ ($25,.QOO.OO). 'fllis paym~nt shall b.e inQlusi:ve ·9f any cla#n for' 

2'J damages; att©rneys' Jees or costs daimed hy plaintiffs-. 

2,2· (;~ Defendant5 shall m~~ m.onetaty payment in ibe fur'tn ofa check Qr 

2j checks thade payable tbthe Legal.Aid Founda:tiOn a{Los Angeles; and: shall 

24 4eliver tbat'payrnent to the.Legal Aid Fqundatipn .of Los Angele$, 7000 S~ 

2:s Broadway, Las Angeles CA 90003 within thirty (30) days ofentry of this 

26 juagmen1.. 

27 

48 

1 

[Plr0PGSED] STIPULf.\:rJEO JUDGMENT 

Case 2:14-cv-07344-PSG-AJW   Document 124   Filed 03/10/17   Page 7 of 9   Page ID #:1832



III. DISMISSAL 

2 
This action will be dismissed, subject to the tenns of this judgment, reserving 

3 
jurisdiction for purposes of enforcement. 

4 

s 
6 

IV. ENFORCEMENT 

7 The District Court shall retain jurisdiction over this action and its parties for 

8 the duration of four years from the date of its entry, for the purpose of enforcing 

9 and modifying the terms of this order. 

10 

11 It is so stipulated. 

12 I DA TED: j, ~ /-u>t7 
13 

14 

IS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 DATED: ~1r;)o 17 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

HlLLF~rLLLP 

By:& 
KEVIN BROGAN 

Attorneys for Defendants CENTRAL CITY 
EAST ASSOCIATION, INC. and LOS 
ANGELES DOWNTOWN INDUSTRIAL 
DISTRICT BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICT 

LEGAL AID FOUNDATION OF LOS 
ANGELES 

Attorneys for Plaintiffe 
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DATED: '/q(tolk-
SCHONBRUN SEPLOW HARRIS & 
HOFFMANLLP 

By:~ 
CATHERINE SWEETSER 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

Ordered this __ day of ______ , 2017. 

Honorable Philip S. Gutierrez 
United States District Judge 
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