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Eugene-

I have been researching what has happened with our BIDNews issues that you are missing.
Clearly, I have not been doing a good enough job keeping up on this. | apologize. By way of
explanation | can only say that is seems we feel behind at the end of 2012 and beginning of
2013 when | was on medical leave and have not caught up properly since. For several of the
issues it appears we covered happenings of multiple quarters in one newsletter. There are
several that we are missing all together.

There are a few newsletters that you didn’t have amongst your list. | have attached above. |
am not sure what to do about the quarters that we did not publish the newsletter, they date
back many years. Should | go back and try and recreate? Any advice on how to proceed
would be greatly appreciated. 1 am so sorry for this.

As you know, the EHBID is very small and operates without any dedicated support staff.
Having an already full plate with my Hollywood Chamber duties, | admittedly have let things
fall too far behind. 1 just didn’t realize how far. | am a bit surprised that I have not had
outreach from your office prior to this about the missing items. It may have been easier to
address if we had caught this back in 2013 when the problems first started occurring...
Regardless, | am eager to get this resolved. Please let me know what you recommend.

Additionally, I can assure you that going forward this will not happen again. | have made
some internal changes to elevate the priority of getting the newsletter out on time and in your
hands by each quarter’s deadline.

With regards to the items you are missing, | have attached what I could find above.

For 2012: it looks like we sent out a single newsletter covering the activities of the both the
15t and 2" Quarters. We are missing the 3™ and 4™. (This is when | was on disability leave).
2013: it appears that we sent out a single newsletter covering the activities of the both the 2nd
and 3" Quarters. We are missing the 1t Quarter. (This is when | was on disability leave)
2014: The first quarter newsletter covers activates from the 2013 4" quarter as well as the

2014 15t Quarter. We also published a 2nd quarter report. We are missing the 3™ and 4%
quarter.

2015: We sent out a 41" quarter 2015 issue (attached) but are missing Quarters 1-3.

2016: The 2016 1st quarter report is attached. And you will be receiving the 2" Quarter
report on time in July.

Again, | am so sorry for the inconvenience of all of this. Please let me know what steps you
would like me to take to resolve. | can be reached on my cell phone at 323-472-3222.

I look forward to hearing from you.
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Meet the East Hollywood BID
2012 Board of Governors

Whether you work, live,
play, shop, or heal in East
Hollywood, you should |
already be seeing some of |
the work of the East |
Hollywood Business
Improvement District
(EHBID). The BID was ini-
tially established in 2007 |
to improve the commercial
area of East Hollywood - ! =
through various programs East of Hollywood BID 2012 Board of Governors.
and services designed to

increase the commercial activity of the District. From painting light poles and
planting trees, to power washing our East Hollywood streets- over the past 5
years, the East Hollywood Business Improvement District (BID) has been hard at
work improving the Vermont Avenue corridor of East Hollywood. The East
Hollywood BID 2012 Board of Governors was elected at the BID’s Annual Meeting
this past January. Members of the BID’s Board are elected to serve a term of two
years. A person is eligible for consideration as long as they are an East Hollywood
BID Parcel Owner in Good Standing or an authorized representative of a Parcel
Owner in Good Standing. For more information on the East Hollywood Business
Improvement District please contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole
Shahenian at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net.

ird

The 2012 BID Board of Governors consists of members:

. Chairman, Jeff Zarrinnam, Hollywood Hotel

. Vice Chairman, Jacques Massachi, Property Owner

. Treasurer, Edie Reuveni, Church of Scientology, Los Angeles

. Secretary, Michael Swanson, Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center
. Carmen Apelgren, The Braille Institute

. Paul Carlson, Los Angeles City College Foundation

. Wil Haick, Property Owner

. Gail Koretz, Kaiser Permanente

. Harvey Shield, Temple Knesset Israel

. Ellen Zaman, Children’s Hospital

NEXT BOARD MEETING

All meetings of the East Hollywood BID Board are open to the public. The next meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, July 19th at 3 p.m. at the Children’s Hospital Los Angeles (4650 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90027).
Please contact the BID Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian for further information
or to be added to our e-mail list at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net or call 323-468-1373





East Hollywood BID Board of Governors
Voices Strong Support for the

Hollywood Community Plan Update

During its June meeting, the East Hollywood BID
Board voted to support the long-anticipated
Hollywood Community Plan Update. “The Hollywood
Community Plan provides a blueprint for future
growth as it’s designed to protect our historic neigh-
borhoods and direct future growth around
Hollywood’s Metro transit centers. With two major
Hollywood Metro transit stations within our BID alone,
we are excited for the opportunities the Hollywood
Community Plan creates to stimulate business in the
Eastern Section of Hollywood while creating a much
more livable and pedestrian-friendly East Hollywood
neighborhood” commented East Hollywood BID
Chairman, Jeff Zarrinnam. After nearly eight years
and more than 150 community meetings, the LA City
Council approved the long-delayed update to the Plan
on June 19th. EHBID Chairman, Jeff Zarrinnam was on
hand to testify on behalf of the plan along with fel-
low Board member, Harvey Shield. The Community
Plan passed City Council by a unanimous vote of 12-0,
with three members absent. The East Hollywood BID
Board would like to pay a special thank you to Council
Members Eric Garcetti and Tom LaBonge for their
leadership and support during this important hearing.

More Trees for Vermont Ave.

Last year, the East Hollywood BID completed the
planting of approximately 70 trees along Vermont
Ave. between Santa Monica and Sunset. The plants
replaced the existing Chitalpa and Fruitless Olive
trees. At the Board’s June meeting it was agreed that
the BID would implement phase two of the tree plant-
ing. Over the next few months, more than 30 trees
will be planted between Santa Monica and Melrose.
Consistent with the first phase, the new tree species
planted by the BID included Canary Island Pines,
Australian Willows and Chinese Pistache. Once
mature, the trees will provide improved shade for
pedestrians as well as a fresh look to the streetscape.

Project GreenWall Program Helps Businesses
to Eradicate Graffiti

The East Hollywood BID is working with the
Hollywood Beautification Team (HBT) to offer busi-
ness owners the opportunity to participate in a
Graffiti abatement program. For a nominal fee, HBT
will work with individual business owners to plant
ivy on building walls where graffiti has historically
caused a problem. Business owners interested in
contracting HBT for this service should contact
Sharyn Romano at hbteam@earthlink.net or via
phone at (323) 962-2163.

East Hollywood BID Moves Forward with
Project to Install Vermont Ave. Traffic Medians
The East Hollywood Business Improvement District
(BID) is moving forward in partnership with Metro, Cal
Trans, and City Council District 13, on its project to
install street medians along Vermont Avenue. The BID’s
Vermont Ave. medians proposal was selected as one of
the funding recipients through the highly competitive
Metro Call for Projects process, as a way to calm traf-
fic and enhance the pedestrian experience in this high-
ly traveled area of the city. Metro agreed to provide
$900,000 towards the BID’s project. The funds for the
medians will be available beginning in 2013. “The BID
Board is very excited about this project and the ben-
efits it will bring to the East Hollywood Community,”
stated Nicole Shahenian, Executive Director of the
BID. “The Vermont corridor is home to several major
institutions, many small businesses and residents - all
of which will benefit from the pedestrian safety
enhancements, and the improved greenscape.”
Members of the BID Board have begun outreach
efforts to property owners within the future con-
struction zone of the median project to garner sup-
port and answer questions about the project.

East Hollywood BID Teams Up with Discover
Hollywood Magazine to Bring Increased
Exposure to East Hollywood Businesses

The East Hollywood BID is teaming up with Discover
Hollywood Magazine to showcase and promote East
Hollywood and its Business’s diversity, pride and unity.
With a readership of 370,000, Discover Hollywood pro-
vides visitors and residents information about the
unique culture and lore of Hollywood and focuses on
what to see, do and discover in the real Hollywood! To
create visibility for owners and operators within the
BID, Discover Hollywood Magazine will be dedicating a
full page co-op ad to the EHBID in the Fall (September
7th) and Winter (December 1st) editions. Discover
Hollywood is offering BID members discounted ads that
can fit any budget! Ads range from 1/12 page (5420);
1/6 page ($840); V4 page (5$1265); 2 page ($2530). You
are encouraged to take advantage of this exciting
opportunity to promote your individual business and
the greater East Hollywood Business Community. For
more information or to take advantage of this great
offer, please contact Oscar Arslanian at 323-465-0533
x12 email oscar@discoverhollywood.com.

Around the Neighborhood

If you are planning a community event or activity with-
in the BID that you would like to see listed in the BID’s
Quarterly Newsletter, please send event information to
the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian at
Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net.
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About Your East Hollywood Business Improvement District

What's being done in East Hollywood?

Since its founding in 2007, the East Hollywood Business
Improvement District (BID) has been hard at work improv-
ing the Vermont Avenue corridor of East Hollywood. The
BID, with the help of local partners, recently finished plant-
ing over 100 trees in the area. Once the trees mature, the BID
anticipates they will not only make the corridor healthier and
prettier, but also more profitable. The BID is also working
with partners to improve traffic and pedestrian flow, as well
as to paint and freshen up other features of the corridor.

What is the East Hollywood BID?

A BID or ‘Property-based Business Improvement District,’
is a self-imposed and self-governed benefit assessment dis-
trict that finances enhanced services.

A BID is ‘self-imposed’ in that it requires affected prop-
erty owners to sign petitions and ballots in order to form the
district. It is ‘self-governed’ in that the property and busi-
ness owner Board of the East Hollywood District, a non-
profit organization, makes BID program and management
decisions. Property-based BIDs were initiated in California
after enabling legislation was approved in 1995. There are
now more than 70 BIDs in the State, including more than 30
in Los Angeles business districts alone. More and more,
BIDs are viewed as an effective tool to help business dis-
tricts compete in an increasingly challenging market.

What services does the BID provide?

The BID finances services that are over and above the basic
services provided by local government. Services provided
by the East Hollywood BID include litter pick-up, side-
walk/bus-stop power washing and graffiti removal by uni-
formed Maintenance Teams.

In addition to these services, the BID provides funds for
community improvement and advocacy initiatives that work
to improve the District’s business climate and overall qual-
ity of life, as well as advocating on behalf of the property
owners collectively.

What is the City’s role in providing

these improvements?

The City’s primary role is to exercise its municipal authority to
levy the assessment on behalf of the BID community. By hav-
ing the City assess all affected parties, the BID receives funds
from everyone benefiting from the improvements. The City is
also authorized to audit or otherwise review the financial condi-
tion of the BID. In this way, the City assists the BID member-
ship with oversight and review so that the special assessment is
used according to the intentions of the business community.

| already pay taxes! Why pay more for the BID?
Your general property and sales taxes pay for services that are
distributed throughout the City and the region. Unlike these
general tax dollars, 98 percent of the BID assessments come
back to the District for special projects and services that are
enjoyed only by the District. In addition, the City of Los
Angeles has a citywide policy that they will continue to pro-
vide BIDs with the same basic service as they provide to
other business districts. By forming a BID, the property own-
ers generate their own funding for maintenance and improve-
ments and determine how the money is spent within the BID
boundaries. All funding is returned to the area as determined
by the Board of Directors, which puts property owners in the
driver’s seat when it comes to improving a community.

Who oversees the BID?

A Board of Directors that is elected by the members of the
district governs each BID. The Board of Directors has a
fiduciary responsibility to the BID and hires the manage-
ment that administers the BID on a day-to-day basis. The
BID’s Board of Directors may choose to hire staff, an inde-
pendent consultant or other entities to administer the BID.
Generally, the programs to be provided by a BID are initial-
ly determined by the community and are selected based on
community needs and desires. Costs associated with deliv-
ering the most wanted improvements then form the basis for
the eventual BID assessment amount.

For any questions regarding the East Hollywood BID please contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian
at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net or via phone at 323-469-8311.

NEXT BOARD MEETING

All meetings of the East Hollywood BID Board are open to the public. All BID property owners are encouraged to attend.
The next East Hollywood BID Board of Governors meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, Oct. 22nd at 1:00 p.m. at Hollywood Hotel, 1160 N Vermont Ave, Hollywood, CA 90029
Please contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian for further information or
to be added to our e-mail list at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net or via phone at 323-469-8311.
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EHBID Median Project in the Works
for Vermont Avenue

The East Hollywood Business Improvement District (BID) is moving forward in partner-
ship with Metro, Cal Trans, and City Council District 13, on its project to install street
medians along Vermont Avenue. The BID’s Vermont Ave. medians proposal was selected
as one of the funding recipients through the highly competitive Metro Call for Projects
process, as a way to calm traffic and enhance the pedestrian experience in this highly trav-
eled area of the city. Metro agreed to provide $900,000 towards the BID’s project. The
funds for the medians will be available beginning in 2013 with a ground breaking expect-
ed in late summer/early fall.

“The BID Board is very excited about this project and the benefits it will bring to the
East Hollywood Community,” stated Nicole Shahenian, Executive Director of the BID.
“The Vermont corridor is home to several major institutions, many small business, and of
course residents - all of which will benefit from the pedestrian safety enhancements, and
the improved greenscape.”

Members of the BID Board have begun outreach efforts to property owners within the
future construction zone of the median project, in order to garner support for the improve-
ments as well as answer questions about the project. Additionally, the BID Board continues
to work closely with Cal Trans, and City staff to bring this project to fruition. For further
information on this project please contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian
at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net

Board Approves Three Percent Assessment Increase
to Fund Beaultification and Maintenance Efforts

At its June meeting, the EHBID Board of
Governors approved an assessment increase
of three percent on parcels within the BID.
BIDs throughout the city are allowed to set
assessment increases of up to three percent
each year. Additional assessment revenue
will be used to fund maintenance and beau-
tification projects within the BID as well as
to help cover anticipated costs associated
with the completion and on-going mainte-
nance of the Vermont Ave. medians project.

The EHBID was established in 2007 to
improve the commercial area of East
Hollywood through various programs and

services designed to increase the commercial
activity of the District. The BID, with the
help of local partners, recently finished plant-
ing over 100 trees in the area. Once the trees
mature, the BID anticipates they will not only
make the corridor healthier and prettier, but
also more profitable. The BID is also working
with partners to improve traffic and pedestri-
an flow, as well as to paint and freshen up
other features of the corridor. The BID’s
cleaning and maintenance contractor, the Los
Angeles Beautification Team (LABT), con-
tinues to service the Vermont corridor each
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday.





East Hollywood BID Welcomes Three New  East Hollywood EID

Members to the 2013 Board of Governors

East Hollywood Business Improvement District Board of Governors Executive Committee.
From left: Jacques Massachi, Vice Chair; Jeff Zarrinnam, Chair; Ellen Zaman, Treasurer, Gail Koretz, Secretary.

The EHBID Board of Governors approved the nominations of three individuals to fill
vacancies on the Board at its April meeting. Among those appointed are David Devine,
Devine Properties and James Underdown, Executive Director of the Center for Inquiry and
the Steve Allen Theater; The Board also approved the nomination of Karreno Alexanyan,
who will be representing BID property owner Larry Worchell. Members of the BID’s Board
are elected to serve a term of two years. A person is eligible for consideration as long as
they are an East Hollywood BID Parcel Owner in Good Standing or an authorized repre-
sentative of a Parcel Owner in Good Standing.

The 2013 BID Board of Governors consists of members:

e Chairman, Jeff Zarrinnam, Hollywood Hotel

*  Vice Chairman, Jacques Massachi, Property Owner

*  Treasurer, Ellen Zaman, Children’s Hospital

*  Secretary, Gail Koretz, Kaiser Permanente

*  Karreno Alexanyan, representative for property owner Larry Worchell
*  Paul Carlson, Los Angeles City College Foundation

*  David Devine, Property Owner, Barnsdall Square

*  Edie Reuveni, Church of Scientology, Los Angeles

*  Harvey Shield, Temple Knesset Israel

*  Michael Swanson, Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center
e James Underdown, Center for Inquiry

For further information on the East Hollywood BID Board of Governors, please visit our
website at www.EHIBID.org or contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian at
Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net.

Approves New Logo
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The East Hollywood BID Board
recently approved a new BID
logo. It will be featured on T-
shirts worn by cleaning crews
throughout the BID.

* % %

Around the
Neighborhood

If you are planning a community
event or activity within the BID
that you would like to see listed
in the BID’s Quarterly Newsletter,
please send event information to
the BID’s Executive Director,
Nicole Shahenian at
Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net.
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Project GreenWall
Program Helps
Businesses to
Eradicate Graffiti

The East Hollywood BID is
working with the Los Angeles
Beautification Team (LABT) to
offer business owners the
opportunity to participate in a
graffiti abatement program. For
a nominal fee, LABT will work
with individual business owners
to plant ivy on building walls
where graffiti has historically
caused a problem. Business
owners interested in contracting
LABT for this service should
contact Sharyn Romano at
hbteam@earthlink.net or via
phone at (323) 962-2163.

Your East Hollywood BID is Investing From the Ground Up

BID Launches Campaign on Importance of Trees to the
East Hollywood Businesses Community’s Bottom Line

East Hollywood was recently selected as the first of five
“Invest From the Ground Up” (IFGU) pilot communities
where a group of local partners will work together to
improve the East Hollywood community and raise aware-
ness about the benefits of trees for both local business and
public health. Through
local outreach, events, and
media, the BID and its
IFGU Campaign partners
will be sharing important information on how trees help
communities thrive. These partners include Million Trees
LA, the Los Angeles Beautification Team (LABT), East
Hollywood Business Improvement District (EHBID), the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, Street Tree Seminar and
Hollywood Hotel. The IFGU Campaign will demonstrate to
East Hollywood Business Owners how trees can actually
improve the business community’s bottom line by drawing
in more customers, who are willing to pay more, stay longer,
leave happier, and return more often.

How Do Trees Improve Our Businesses?

Increase the value of your business and your revenue stream

* Businesses on tree-lined streets show 20% higherincome streams.

e More profitable businesses produce more jobs and leave fewer
storefronts vacant, which helps the entire community thrive.

Attract more valuable and loyal customers

¢ The presence of trees encourages consumers to shop more often,
stay in stores longer and pay more for goods.

* Stores in shopping districts with trees can set product prices 9%
higher, on average, than those in districts without trees.

Leave customers more satisfied with the quality of your goods and services

e Customers are 30% more satisfied with products that they purchase
in shopping districts with trees.

e Customers are also 15% more satisfied with the customer service
experience in those stores located in shopping districts with trees.

Excerpt from Trees: Good for Business, Good for Health

Business Owners Encouraged to Display Window Signs
in Support of East Hollywood BID Tree Campqlgn

In early June, the EHBID continued its “Invest from the
Ground Up” campaign with a business improvement forum
and community tree planting for the District. To date, the
BID has planted over 90 tress along Vermont Ave., as part of
its effort to “Invest from the Ground Up” in East Hollywood.

The June 4th Business Improvement Forum provided an
opportunity for business owners within the BID to learn about
the value of trees and how they’re actually one of the cheapest
and easiest ways to boost a business’s bottom line. Attendees
heard from leading academic experts including Dr. Kathleen
Wolf of the University of Washington and Dr. Dick Jackson of
UCLA, on the benefits of trees. Trees and green spaces give us
more than a sense of comfort; they provide a range of values
we can measure. They have been proven to cool our cities and
towns, clean the air we breathe, slow down traffic and make
our communities safer. They can also increase the value of our
homes and local businesses by creating the kind of neighbor-
hoods that people want to live in and visit.

The EHBID will be continuing its Invest From the
Ground Up campaign throughout the year. We encourage
your business to stand in solidarity with the BID’s commit-
ment to green the community by displaying an Invest From
the Ground Up campaign sign in your storefront. To request
your sign please contact the EHBID Executive Director,
Nicole Shahenian at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net .

Tree Planting Milestone- May 18, 2013: Over the past five years, our
partners at the East Hollywood Business Improvement District (BID),
Million Trees LA and the LA Beautification Team have been hard at work,
improving East Hollywood by investing from the ground up. They've
recently focused their efforts on making the Vermont Avenue corridor
one of the greenest and greatest business areas in LA. To date, Million
Trees LA has donated 101 trees to the effort—88 of which have already
been planted, thanks to the great work of the Los Angeles Beautification
Team. On May 18th, EHBID Governors and our partners reached a
milestone, planting the final 13 trees to complete the project.

www.InvestFromTheGroundUp.org/EastHollywood
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About Your East Hollywood Business Improvement District

What's being done in East Hollywood?

Since its founding in 2007, the East Hollywood Business
Improvement District (BID) has been hard at work improv-
ing the Vermont Avenue corridor of East Hollywood. The
BID, with the help of local partners, recently finished plant-
ing over 100 trees in the area. Once the trees mature, the BID
anticipates they will not only make the corridor healthier and
prettier, but also more profitable. The BID is also working
with partners to improve traffic and pedestrian flow, as well
as to paint and freshen up other features of the corridor.

What is the East Hollywood BID?

A BID or ‘Property-based Business Improvement District,’
is a self-imposed and self-governed benefit assessment dis-
trict that finances enhanced services.

A BID is ‘self-imposed’ in that it requires affected prop-
erty owners to sign petitions and ballots in order to form the
district. It is ‘self-governed’ in that the property and busi-
ness owner Board of the East Hollywood District, a non-
profit organization, makes BID program and management
decisions. Property-based BIDs were initiated in California
after enabling legislation was approved in 1995. There are
now more than 70 BIDs in the State, including more than 30
in Los Angeles business districts alone. More and more,
BIDs are viewed as an effective tool to help business dis-
tricts compete in an increasingly challenging market.

What services does the BID provide?

The BID finances services that are over and above the basic
services provided by local government. Services provided
by the East Hollywood BID include litter pick-up, side-
walk/bus-stop power washing and graffiti removal by uni-
formed Maintenance Teams.

In addition to these services, the BID provides funds for
community improvement and advocacy initiatives that work
to improve the District’s business climate and overall qual-
ity of life, as well as advocating on behalf of the property
owners collectively.

What is the City’s role in providing

these improvements?

The City’s primary role is to exercise its municipal authority to
levy the assessment on behalf of the BID community. By hav-
ing the City assess all affected parties, the BID receives funds
from everyone benefiting from the improvements. The City is
also authorized to audit or otherwise review the financial condi-
tion of the BID. In this way, the City assists the BID member-
ship with oversight and review so that the special assessment is
used according to the intentions of the business community.

| already pay taxes! Why pay more for the BID?
Your general property and sales taxes pay for services that are
distributed throughout the City and the region. Unlike these
general tax dollars, 98 percent of the BID assessments come
back to the District for special projects and services that are
enjoyed only by the District. In addition, the City of Los
Angeles has a citywide policy that they will continue to pro-
vide BIDs with the same basic service as they provide to
other business districts. By forming a BID, the property own-
ers generate their own funding for maintenance and improve-
ments and determine how the money is spent within the BID
boundaries. All funding is returned to the area as determined
by the Board of Directors, which puts property owners in the
driver’s seat when it comes to improving a community.

Who oversees the BID?

A Board of Directors that is elected by the members of the
district governs each BID. The Board of Directors has a
fiduciary responsibility to the BID and hires the manage-
ment that administers the BID on a day-to-day basis. The
BID’s Board of Directors may choose to hire staff, an inde-
pendent consultant or other entities to administer the BID.
Generally, the programs to be provided by a BID are initial-
ly determined by the community and are selected based on
community needs and desires. Costs associated with deliv-
ering the most wanted improvements then form the basis for
the eventual BID assessment amount.

For any questions regarding the East Hollywood BID please contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian
at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net or via phone at 323-469-8311.

NEXT BOARD MEETING

All meetings of the East Hollywood BID Board are open to the public. All BID property owners are encouraged to attend.
The next East Hollywood BID Board of Governors meeting is scheduled for 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 12th
at the Church of Scientology (4810 Sunset Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90027)
Please contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian for further information or to be added to our e-mail list at
Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net or via phone at 323-469-8311.
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EHBID Supporis Route 66
Business Improvement District

The East Hollywood Business Improvement District has joined a growing list of local stake-
holders in support of the endeavor to establish the proposed Hollywood Route 66 Business
Improvement District. Business improvement districts help manage and maintain public
amenities and provide support to local businesses, proving to be an effective tool to remove
blight, create an attractive commercial center for patrons, and address

pressing community concerns. Given the historic and cultural
legacy of Route 66, it is that much more crucial to dedicate
resources to preserve and protect this segment of one
our nation’s most iconic landmarks.

The proposed Hollywood Route 66 BID will con-
sist of 195 parcels along Santa Monica Blvd.
between Hoover and Vine streets. Jeff Zarrinnam,
Chairman of the EHBID stated, “Creation of the
Route 66 BID is fitting, and very much needed, for an
area of Hollywood and East Hollywood traditionally
underserved and untouched by existing BIDs. The East
Hollywood BID looks forward to the benefits and
improvements the residents and businesses of our community
will receive from a well-coordinated and effective Route 66 BID.”

Before the BID can proceed, area property owners will need to raise $25,000 towards the
creation of the BIDs Management District Plan. LA City Council District 13 has agreed to
contribute $40,000 in matching funds towards the establishment of the much needed BID.

A Beautiful Streetscape Along Hollywood Route 66 Will Improve Commerce.

The goal of the proposed HR66BID is to promote growth by increasing pedestrian traf-
fic, revitalizing this historic corridor and enhancing property values.

The proposed BID will empower private property and business owners to work with
government officials and establish higher levels of services, which will be specifically tai-
lored to the needs of the area. HR66BID will be dedicated solely to improving the business
and physical environment of the proposed District by benefitting property and business
owners. Within the proposed District, property owners have voiced their concern that there
is a greater need for services along Santa Monica Boulevard than can be provided with lim-
ited government funds. Without an investment from the private sector, stakeholders and res-
idential and commercial property and business owners, within the proposed District, may
find themselves at a competitive disadvantage, compared to other areas. The proposed
HR66BID can address this gap and provide owners and customers with a well managed,
inviting atmosphere for conducting business.

For more information on the creation of the Hollywood Route 66 BID please visit
http://hollywoodroute66bid.nationbuilder.com/





City Council Motion to Legalize Street Vending
in LA likely to Exacerbate Enforcement Issues
on Vermont Avenue in East Hollywood

The City Council’s ™=
Economic Development
Committee recently (EDC)
moved forward with a
motion by Council Members
Huizar and Price, to legalize
street vending in Los
Angeles. Although details
are still being worked out,
the early plan involves the
creation of a regulatory
structure which will define
where vendors can work,
how many can operate on a
block, how far they must be
from storefront businesses,
what fees will need to be paid and other criteria. No timeline
for implementation has been revealed however, the
Economic Development Committee will meet again early
next year to hear back from the City’s Chief Administrative
Officer (CAO) who will prepare a report examining funding
mechanisms and cost estimates of a citywide street vending
program.

Proponents of the measure argue that with a regulated
system of registration and taxation, street vending would
bring vendors out of the shadows and allow them to con-
tribute to the local economy. However, opponents have con-
cerns ranging from public safety and health issues to com-
petitiveness factors for brick and mortar businesses.

Nicole Shahenian, Executive Director of the BID stated,
“The BID commonly receives complaints from businesses
and residents alike about the proliferation of illegal vendors
along Vermont Ave. This has led to the creation of a BID
program to place “No Vending Signs throughout our
Improvement District Boundaries in hopes of deterring
some of the illegal vending activities. The City, LAPD, and
County departments that oversee vending do not have
enough staff resources as is, to properly enforce existing
vendors. Legalization of street vending will only serve to
exacerbate an already out of hand problem in East
Hollywood.”

In addition to the enforcement concerns with the legal-
ization of street vending, the EHBID is also concerned about
the impacts of a city wide ordinance on East Hollywood’s
brick and mortar establishments. As part of a City-approved
Business Improvement District, the EHBID is tasked with
the improvement of the East Hollywood commercial area
through various programs and services designed to increase

the commercial activity of
the District. The EHBID
Board has asked that City
Council stay away from “a
one-size fits all policy” for
street vending in the City
and that at a minimum the
City allow for an opt-out
clause for Business
Improvement Districts with-
in the City- where property
owners pay an additional
assessment to keep their
streets clean and safe.
Similar to the existing prob-

- k| lems that many LA restau-
rants have with food trucks parking adjacent to their build-
ings and pilfering restaurant clientele, the EHBID is
extremely concerned that established East Hollywood busi-
nesses will now be faced with trying to remain competitive
in the face of a slew of retail and food carts.

Shahenian continued, “Despite the arguments of good-
intentioned proponents that a regulated system of registra-
tion and taxation, would bring vendors out of the shadows
and allow them to contribute to the local economy- these
carts are a serious threat to the East Hollywood community.
These carts take cash only, are hard to inspect for the health
department because they are mobile, don’t contribute to the
City’s tax base, don’t pay rent, don’t pay BID assessments,
all while using our maintained streets and sidewalks, trash
cans, parking spots, restrooms, and more. Because they do
not have the same overhead costs, these mobile carts can
under-cut the city’s existing restaurants and retails establish-
ments. They literally roll in, take the business (and tax dol-
lars) and leave.”

Shahenian added, “Of additional concern to our BID is
the food carts that generate grease, our community has seen
firsthand that without any oversight many vendors will
dump the grease into LA’s storm drains. This practice has
obvious adverse effects on the City’s sewer systems and
potential water recycling abilities. Meanwhile, many of the
tenants who are already struggling to stay in East
Hollywood will see their revenue decline, from yet another
City policy that overlooks what is in the best interest of Los
Angeles’s small business community.”

The EHBID will keep our members apprised of the situ-
ation as the City Council continues to look at ways to regu-
late street vending in the City.

Your EHBID 2014 Board of Governors

Members of the BID’s Board of Governors are elected to serve a term of two years. A person is eli-
gible for consideration as long as they are an East Hollywood BID Parcel Owner in Good Standing
or an authorized representative of a Parcel Owner in Good Standing.

The 2014 BID Board of Governors consists of members:

. Chairman, Jeff Zarrinnam, Hollywood Hotel

. Vice Chairman, Jacques Massachi, Property Owner

. Treasurer, Berj Tashjian, Property Owner

. Secretary, James Underdown, Center for Inquiry

. Karreno Alexanyan, representative for property owner Larry Worchell
. Catherine Gaughan, Kaiser Permente Los Angeles Medical Center

. Anil Jain, Los Angeles City College Foundation

. David Devine, Property Owner, Barnsdall Square

. Harvey Shield, Temple Knesset Israel

. Ellen Zaman, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles

For further information on the East Hollywood BID Board of Governors, please visit our website at
www.EHIBID.org or contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian at Nicole@holly-
woodchamber.net

EHBID Median Project in the Works
for Vermont Ave.

The East Hollywood Business Improvement District (BID) is moving forward in
partnership with Metro, Cal Trans, and City Council District 13, on its project to
install street medians along Vermont Avenue. The BID’s Vermont Ave. medians
proposal was selected as one of the funding recipients through the highly competitive
Metro Call for Projects process, as a way to calm traffic and enhance the pedestrian
experience in this highly traveled area of the city. Metro agreed to provide $900,000
towards the BID’s project.

“The BID Board is very excited about this project and the benefits it will bring to
the East Hollywood Community” stated Nicole Shahenian, Executive Director of the
BID. “The Vermont corridor is home to several major institutions, many small
business, and of course residents - all of which will benefit from the pedestrian safety
enhancements, and the improved greenscape.”

Members if the BID Board have begun outreach efforts to property owners within
the future construction zone of the median project, in order to garner support for the
improvements as well as answer questions about the project. Additionally, the BID
Board continues to work closely with Cal Trans, and City staff to bring this project
to fruition. For further information on this project please contact the BID’s Executive
Director, Nicole Shahenian at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net

Project GreenWall Program Helps Businesses
to Eradicate Graffiti

The East Hollywood BID is working with the Los Angeles Beautification Team
(LABT) to offer business owners the opportunity to participate in a Graffiti abatement
program. For a nominal fee, LABT will work with individual business owners to
plant ivy on building walls where graffiti has historically caused a problem. Business
owners interested in contracting LABT for this service should contact Sharyn Romano
at hbteam@earthlink.net or via phone at (323) 962-2163.

How Do Trees

Improve Our
Businesses?

Increase the value of your
business and your revenue
stream

Businesses on tree-lined
streets show 20 percent
higher income streams.
More profitable
businesses produce
more jobs and leave
fewer storefronts vacant,
which helps the entire
community thrive.

Attract more valuable and
loyal customers

The presence of trees
encourages consumers
to shop more often, stay
in stores longer and pay
more for goods.

Stores in shopping
districts with trees can
set product prices 9
percent higher, on
average, than those in
districts without trees.

Leave customers more
satisfied with the quality of
your goods and services

Customers are 30
percent more satisfied
with products that they
purchase in shopping
districts with trees.
Customers are also 15
percent more satisfied
with the customer service
experience in those
stores located in
shopping districts with
trees.

Excerpt from Trees: Good for
Business, Good for Health
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About Your East Hollywood Business Improvement District

What's being done in East Hollywood?

Since its founding in 2007, the East Hollywood Business
Improvement District (BID) has been hard at work improv-
ing the Vermont Avenue corridor of East Hollywood. The
BID, with the help of local partners, recently finished plant-
ing over 100 trees in the area. Once the trees mature, the BID
anticipates they will not only make the corridor healthier and
prettier, but also more profitable. The BID is also working
with partners to improve traffic and pedestrian flow, as well
as to paint and freshen up other features of the corridor.

What is the East Hollywood BID?

A BID or ‘Property-based Business Improvement District,’
is a self-imposed and self-governed benefit assessment dis-
trict that finances enhanced services.

A BID is ‘self-imposed’ in that it requires affected prop-
erty owners to sign petitions and ballots in order to form the
district. It is ‘self-governed’ in that the property and busi-
ness owner Board of the East Hollywood District, a non-
profit organization, makes BID program and management
decisions. Property-based BIDs were initiated in California
after enabling legislation was approved in 1995. There are
now more than 70 BIDs in the State, including more than 30
in Los Angeles business districts alone. More and more,
BIDs are viewed as an effective tool to help business dis-
tricts compete in an increasingly challenging market.

What services does the BID provide?

The BID finances services that are over and above the basic
services provided by local government. Services provided
by the East Hollywood BID include litter pick-up, side-
walk/bus-stop power washing and graffiti removal by uni-
formed Maintenance Teams.

In addition to these services, the BID provides funds for
community improvement and advocacy initiatives that work
to improve the District’s business climate and overall qual-
ity of life, as well as advocating on behalf of the property
owners collectively.

What is the City’s role in providing

these improvements?

The City’s primary role is to exercise its municipal authority to
levy the assessment on behalf of the BID community. By hav-
ing the City assess all affected parties, the BID receives funds
from everyone benefiting from the improvements. The City is
also authorized to audit or otherwise review the financial condi-
tion of the BID. In this way, the City assists the BID member-
ship with oversight and review so that the special assessment is
used according to the intentions of the business community.

| already pay taxes! Why pay more for the BID?
Your general property and sales taxes pay for services that are
distributed throughout the City and the region. Unlike these
general tax dollars, 98 percent of the BID assessments come
back to the District for special projects and services that are
enjoyed only by the District. In addition, the City of Los
Angeles has a citywide policy that they will continue to pro-
vide BIDs with the same basic service as they provide to
other business districts. By forming a BID, the property own-
ers generate their own funding for maintenance and improve-
ments and determine how the money is spent within the BID
boundaries. All funding is returned to the area as determined
by the Board of Directors, which puts property owners in the
driver’s seat when it comes to improving a community.

Who oversees the BID?

A Board of Directors that is elected by the members of the
district governs each BID. The Board of Directors has a
fiduciary responsibility to the BID and hires the manage-
ment that administers the BID on a day-to-day basis. The
BID’s Board of Directors may choose to hire staff, an inde-
pendent consultant or other entities to administer the BID.
Generally, the programs to be provided by a BID are initial-
ly determined by the community and are selected based on
community needs and desires. Costs associated with deliv-
ering the most wanted improvements then form the basis for
the eventual BID assessment amount.

For any questions regarding the East Hollywood BID please contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian
at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net or via phone at 323-469-8311.

NEXT BOARD MEETING

All meetings of the East Hollywood BID Board are open to the public. All BID property owners are encouraged to attend.
The next East Hollywood BID Board of Governors meeting is scheduled for 3:30 PM on Tuesday, February 17th
at the Church of Scientology (4810 Sunset Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90027)
Please contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian for further information or to be added to our e-mail list
at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net or via phone at 323-469-8311.
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East Hollywood BID Welcomes
New Board Member

At its October Board meeting, the EHBID Board of Governors unanimously elected Megan
Tavfer to fill a vacant seat on the BID Board. Megan will serve as the BID’s representative
on behalf of the Church of Scientology.

Members of the BID’s Board of Governors are elected to serve a term of two years. A
person is eligible for consideration as long as they are an East Hollywood BID Parcel
Owner in Good Standing or an authorized representative of a Parcel Owner in Good
Standing.

The 2014 BID Board of Governors consists of members:

Chairman, Jeff Zarrinnam, Hollywood Hotel; Vice Chairman, Jacques Massachi, Property
Owner; Treasurer, Berj Tashjian, Property Owner; Secretary, James Underdown, Center for
Inquiry; Karreno Alexanyan, representative for property owner Larry Worchell; Catherine
Farrell, Kaiser Permanente; Anil Jain, Los Angeles City College Foundation; David
Devine, Property Owner, Barnsdall Square; Megan Tavfer, Church of Scientology; Harvey
Shield, Temple Knesset Israel; Ellen Zaman, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles

For further information on the East Hollywood BID Board of Governors, please visit our
website at www.EHIBID.org or contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian at
Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net.

City Council Committee Agrees Economic
Impact Study of Minimum Wage Increase

In December 2014, the City Council’s Economic Development Committee voted unani-
mously to procure an economic impact study on the impacts of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s min-
imum wage proposal on the L.A. economy.

The study is a result of a motion introduced by City Councilmembers Mitch O’Farrell
and Bob Blumenfield. The motion specifically called for an economic analysis on the unin-
tended consequences of increasing the City’s minimum wage and requested a special look
at the impacts of a wage increase on LA’s small business and nonprofit sectors.

Over Labor Day, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti announced his proposal to increase
the City’s minimum wage to $13.25 by 2017. Subsequently, a motion was submitted by
Councilmembers Bonin, Cedillo, Martinez and Price that calls for a draft ordinance that will
raise the minimum wage to $13.25 by July 1, 2017, and seeks to further consider raising the

Continued on Page 3





City Council Motion to Legalize Street Vending in L.A.

Likely to Exacerbate Enforcement Issues on Vermont Ave.

The City Council’s Economic Development Committee
recently (EDC) moved forward with a motion by
Councilmembers Huizar and Price, to legalize street vend-
ing in Los Angeles. Although details are still being worked
out, the early plan involves the creation of a regulatory
structure which will define where vendors can work, how
many can operate on a block, how far they must be from
storefront businesses, what fees will need to be paid and
other criteria. No timeline for implementation has been
revealed however, the Economic Development Committee
will meet again early in the year to hear back from the City’s
Chief Administrative Officer
(CAO) who will prepare a report
examining funding mechanisms
and cost estimates of a citywide
street vending program.

Proponents of the measure
argue that with a regulated sys-
tem of registration and taxation,
street vending would bring ven-
dors out of the shadows and
allow them to contribute to the
local economy. However, oppo-
nents have concerns ranging
from public safety and health issues to competitiveness fac-
tors for brick and mortar businesses.

In a letter to Councilmember Curren Price, Chair of the
City Council’s Economic Development Committee, the East
Hollywood Business Improvement District (EHBID) Board
of Directors shared its concerns with the proposal for city-
wide legalization of sidewalk vending in Los Angeles and
what it would mean for the District. In its letter, the Board
explained, “The East Hollywood BID is extremely con-
cerned about what the effects of any program to legalize
street vending city-wide would mean to the East Hollywood
Community. The EHBID, along with CD-13, LAPD, the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce and local stakeholders
have been working tirelessly to curb illegal vending in the
community and regain control of our public sidewalks.”

Nicole Shahenian, Executive Director of the BID stated,
“The BID commonly receives complaints from businesses
and residents alike about the proliferation of illegal vendors
along Vermont Ave. This has led to the creation of a BID
program to place ‘“No Vending” signs throughout our
Improvement District boundaries in hopes of deterring some
of the illegal vending activities. The City, LAPD, and
County departments that oversee vending do not have
enough staff resources as is, to properly enforce existing
vendors. Legalization of street vending will only serve to
exacerbate an already out of hand problem in East
Hollywood.”

In addition to the enforcement concerns with the legal-
ization of street vending, the EHBID is also concerned about
the impacts of a city wide ordinance on East Hollywood’s
brick and mortar establishments. The EHBID Board has
asked that City Council stay away from “a one-size fits all
policy” for street vending in the City and that at a minimum
the City allow for an opt-out clause for Business
Improvement Districts within the City- where property own-
ers pay an additional assessment to keep their streets clean
and safe. Similar to the existing problems that many LA
restaurants have with food trucks parking adjacent to their
buildings and pilfering restaurant
clientele, the EHBID is extreme-
ly concerned that established
East Hollywood businesses will
now be faced with trying to
remain competitive in the face of
a slew of retail and food carts.

Shahenian continued, “These
carts are a serious threat to the
East Hollywood community.
These carts take cash only, are
hard to inspect for the health
department because they are
mobile, don’t contribute to the City’s tax base, don’t pay rent,
don’t pay BID assessments, all while using our maintained
streets and sidewalks, trash cans, parking spots, restrooms,
and more. Because they do not have the same overhead costs,
these mobile carts can under-cut the city’s existing restau-
rants and retails establishments. They literally roll in, take
the business (and tax dollars) and leave.”

Shahenian added, “Of additional concern to our BID is
the food carts that generate grease. Our community has seen
firsthand that without any oversight many vendors will
dump the grease into LA’s storm drains. This practice has
obvious adverse effects on the City’s sewer systems and
potential water recycling abilities. Meanwhile, many of the
tenants who are already struggling to stay in East
Hollywood will see their revenue decline, from yet another
City policy that overlooks what is in the best interest of Los
Angeles’s small business community.”

The EHBID will keep our property owners apprised of
the situation as the City Council continues to look at ways to
regulate street vending in the City. The business community
is encouraged to outreach to their City Council members and
ask that any policy allowing for sidewalk vending should at
a minimum, allow for an opt-out clause for Business
Improvement Districts within the City- where property own-
ers pay an additional assessment to keep their streets clean
and safe. Comments on the street vending motions should be
sent to City Council staff at richard.williams@lacity.org.

EHBID Supports Route 66 Business Improvement District

The East Hollywood Business Improvement District
has joined a growing list of local stakeholders in
support of the endeavor to establish the pro-
posed Hollywood Route 66 Business
Improvement District. Business improve-

“Creation of the Route 66 BID is fitting, and very
much needed, for an area of Hollywood and
East Hollywood traditionally underserved
and untouched by existing BIDs. The East
Hollywood BID looks forward to the ben-

ment districts help manage and maintain
public amenities and provide support to local
businesses, proving to be an effective tool to
remove blight, create an attractive commer-
cial center for patrons, and address pressing
community concerns. Given the historic and cul-
tural legacy of Route 66, it is that much more cru-
cial to dedicate resources to preserve and protect this
segment of one our nation’s most iconic landmarks.

The proposed Hollywood Route 66 BID will consist of
195 parcels along Santa Monica Blvd. between Hoover and
Vine streets. Jeff Zarrinnam, Chairman of the EHBID stated,

efits and improvements the residents and
businesses of our community will receive
from a well-coordinated and effective
Route 66 BID.”

Before the BID can proceed, area prop-
erty owners will need to raise $25,000
towards the creation of the BID’s Management

District Plan. LA City Council District 13 has
agreed to contribute $40,000 in matching funds towards the
establishment of the much-needed BID. For more informa-
tion on the creation of the Hollywood Route 66 BID visit
http://hollywoodroute66bid.nationbuilder.com/

City Council Committee Agrees
Economic Impact Study of
Minimum Wage Increase

Continued from Page 1

minimum wage to $15.25 by 2019. The motion also propos-

es attaching the minimum wage to the Consumer Price

Index (CPI), so the wage can keep pace with future inflation.

The independent economic impact study will look at both

the $13.25 and $15.25 scenarios and is expected to be com-

pleted by February.

The East Hollywood BID Board of Governors has
expressed support of the Mayor’s proposed increase of the
minimum wage to $13.25 with the following contingencies:
1) That the City provide a longer phase in period to allow

small business and non-profits reach the $13.25 minix-

mum wage increase.

2) That the City undertake immediate and comprehensive
reform of the LA Business Tax to help mitigate the
impacts of the minimum wage on the City’s small busi-
nesses.

3) That the City initiate a complete withdrawal of the Hotel
Minimum Wage Ordinance

4) That the City provide a commitment to advocate for
changes to the State’s tip earner policies.

5) That any minimum wage increase provide for a carve-out
for non-profit organizations and to those organizations
employing youth in training programs and mentorship
positions.

The EHBID will continue to participate in this important
discussion and is committed to making the voices of the East
Hollywood Business Community heard as the City moves
forward with the Minimum Wage proposal.

EHBID Median Project in the Works
for Vermont Ave.

The East Hollywood Business Improvement District (BID) is moving
forward in partnership with Metro, Cal Trans, and City Council District
13, on its project to install street medians along Vermont Avenue. The
BID’s Vermont Ave. medians proposal was selected as one of the
funding recipients through the highly competitive Metro Call for Projects
process, as a way to calm traffic and enhance the pedestrian experience
in this highly traveled area of the city. Metro agreed to provide $900,000
towards the BID's project.

“The BID Board is very excited about this project and the benefits it will
bring to the East Hollywood Community” stated Nicole Shahenian,
Executive Director of the BID. “The Vermont corridor is home to several
major institutions, many small business, and of course residents - all of
which will benefit from the pedestrian safety enhancements, and the
improved greenscape.”

Members of the BID Board have begun outreach efforts to property
owners within the future construction zone of the median project, in
order to garner support for the improvements as well as answer
questions about the project. Additionally, the BID Board continues to
work closely with Cal Trans, and City staff to bring this project to fruition.
For further information on this project please contact the BID’s Executive
Director, Nicole Shahenian at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net

* kK

Project GreenWall Program Helps
Businesses to Eradicate Graffiti

The East Hollywood BID is working with the Los Angeles Beautification
Team (LABT) to offer business owners the opportunity to participate in
a graffiti abatement program. For a nominal fee, LABT will work with
individual business owners to plant ivy on building walls where graffiti
has historically caused a problem. Business owners interested in
contracting LABT for this service should contact Sharyn Romano at
hbteam@earthlink.net or via phone at (323) 962-2163.
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EHBID Nominating Commitiee
Recommends Candidate Slate
for 2016 Board of Governors

During their meeting in November, the East Hollywood Business Improvement District
Nominating Subcommittee recommended the following candidates be re-elected to serve a
two-year appointment on the EHBID Board of Directors:
* Ellen Zaman, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
* Jeff Zarrinnam, The Hollywood Hotel
* Jacques Massachi, Property Owner
*  Susanna Furios, The Church of Scientology
* Berj Tashjian, Property Owner

Property owners will be mailed election ballots. The election and ballot counting will
take place at the BID’s annual meeting in January 2016.

For further information on the East Hollywood BID Board of Governors, please visit our
website at www.EHIBID.org or contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian at
Nicole@ehbid.org.

Progress Being Made with EHBID Proposed
Median Project

The East Hollywood Business Improvement District (BID) is moving forward in partner-
ship with Metro, Cal Trans, and City Council District 13, on its project to install street medi-
ans along Vermont Avenue. The BID’s Vermont Ave. medians proposal was selected as one
of the funding recipients through the highly competitive Metro Call for Projects process, as
a way to calm traffic and enhance the pedestrian experience in this highly traveled area of
the city. Metro agreed to provide $900,000 towards the BID’s project.

“The BID Board is very excited about this project and the benefits it will bring to the
East Hollywood Community” stated Nicole Shahenian, Executive Director of the BID. “The
Vermont corridor is home to several major institutions, many small business, and of course
residents - all of which will benefit from the pedestrian safety enhancements, and the
improved greenscape.”

Members of the BID Board have begun outreach efforts to property owners within the
future construction zone of the median project, in order to garner support for the improve-
ments as well as answer questions about the project. Additionally, the BID Board continues
to work closely with Cal Trans, and City staff to bring this project to fruition. For further
information on this project please contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian
at Nicole@ehbid.org





East Hollywood BID Supports Formation of

Hollywood Western BID

The East Hollywood Business Improvement
District has joined a growing list of local
stakeholders in support of the endeavor to
establish the proposed Hollywood Western

Hollywood Blvd. between Van Ness and
Edgemont streets, Western Ave. between
Franklin Ave. and Santa Monica Blvd., and

a small portion of Sunset Blvd. Jeff

Business Improvement District. Business
improvement districts help manage and
maintain public amenities and provide
support to local businesses, proving to be
an effective tool to remove blight, create an
attractive commercial center for patrons, and
address pressing community concerns.

“We’ve seen the type of positive impact that
forming a BID has on a community, and we believe this area
expanding through Hollywood Blvd. and Western Ave. will
benefit tremendously from the formation of a BID,” said
Nicole Shahenian, Executive Director of the EHBID.

The proposed Hollywood Western BID will run along

Zarrinnam, Board member of the EHBID
stated, “Creation of the Hollywood
Western BID is fitting, and very much
needed, for an area of Hollywood and East
Hollywood traditionally underserved and
untouched by existing BIDs. The East
Hollywood BID looks forward to the benefits
and improvements the residents and businesses of
our community will receive from a well-coordinated and
effective Hollywood Western BID.”
For further information on the progress of the
Hollywood Western BID please contact the BID’s Executive
Director, Nicole Shahenian at Nicole@ehbid.org

East Hollywood'’s Target Making Slow but Steady Progress

Though still being held
up by lawsuits, the Target
project at Sunset and
Western in East Hollywood
has been inching forward.

The lawsuit, which deter-
mined the City should
change the zoning on the
project site rather than grant
an exception to the Station
Neighborhood Area Plan
(SNAP) that governs con-
struction in the area, has
caused the halfway con-
structed Target remain at a
standstill since August 2014.
Despite  the  project’s
approval by the Los Angeles
City Council in 2012, it was
overturned in court and a =EEREETENNGE
judge ordered construction to stop in 2014.

If allowed to open, the Target would be home to
Hollywood’s first “department” store since Sears closed in
2008. This store will allow Hollywood residents to shop
locally without having to leave the community for many
necessities, and it will provide 250 critically-needed jobs for
the neighborhood.

At a recent City Planning Commission hearing, a fix was
approved that would allow for continuation of the project. The
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Planning Commission recommended that the City create a
new Subarea F specific plan amendment to apply to large scale
highway-oriented commercial projects within the SNAP. This
reasonable addition to the SNAP ordinance addresses how
superstores can properly fit into the urban context. The project
will be considered next by the Los Angeles City Council.

The East Hollywood BID will continue to follow this
important project as it makes its way through the City
Council.





EHBID Supports Route 66 Business Improvement District

The East Hollywood Business Improvement District
has joined a growing list of local stakeholders in
support of the endeavor to establish the pro-
posed Hollywood Route 66 Business
Improvement District. Business improve-
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“Creation of the Route 66 BID is fitting, and very
much needed, for an area of Hollywood and
East Hollywood traditionally underserved
and untouched by existing BIDs. The East
Hollywood BID looks forward to the ben-

ment districts help manage and maintain
public amenities and provide support to local
businesses, proving to be an effective tool to
remove blight, create an attractive commer-
cial center for patrons, and address pressing
community concerns. Given the historic and cul-
tural legacy of Route 66, it is that much more cru-
cial to dedicate resources to preserve and protect this
segment of one our nation’s most iconic landmarks.

The proposed Hollywood Route 66 BID will consist of
195 parcels along Santa Monica Blvd. between Hoover and
Vine streets. Jeff Zarrinnam, Chairman of the EHBID stated,

efits and improvements the residents and
businesses of our community will receive
from a well-coordinated and effective
Route 66 BID.”

Before the BID can proceed, area prop-
erty owners will need to raise $25,000
towards the creation of the BID’s Management

District Plan. LA City Council District 13 has
agreed to contribute $40,000 in matching funds towards the
establishment of the much-needed BID. For more informa-
tion on the creation of the Hollywood Route 66 BID visit
http://hollywoodroute66bid.nationbuilder.com/

EHBID Supporits Hollywood
Presbyterian Medical Center
Parking Structure

The Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center (HPMC) is
seeking to construct a new parking structure, which would
provide 654 parking space for the medical center patients,
visitors, and also employees. Not only will the parking
structure contain nearly 7 levels of much needed parking,
but landscaping will also be provided around the perimeter
of the parking structure, and new trees will be planted on
Virgil and De Longpre Ave. and Lyman Place.
Understanding the dire need for additional parking, the East
Hollywood BID expressed its support to the Los Angeles
Department of City Planning to bring this project to fruition.
The HMPC has been active member in both the community
and the EHBID, serving on the BID’s board. The Medical
Center and its staff are also recognized as “good-neighbors,”
who are dedicated to improving the community of East
Hollywood and bringing valuable services to the residents.

EHBID Median Project in the Works
for Vermont Ave.

The East Hollywood Business Improvement District (BID) is moving
forward in partnership with Metro, Cal Trans, and City Council District
13, on its project to install street medians along Vermont Avenue. The
BID’s Vermont Ave. medians proposal was selected as one of the
funding recipients through the highly competitive Metro Call for Projects
process, as a way to calm traffic and enhance the pedestrian experience
in this highly traveled area of the city. Metro agreed to provide $900,000
towards the BID's project.

“The BID Board is very excited about this project and the benefits it will
bring to the East Hollywood Community” stated Nicole Shahenian,
Executive Director of the BID. “The Vermont corridor is home to several
major institutions, many small business, and of course residents - all of
which will benefit from the pedestrian safety enhancements, and the
improved greenscape.”

Members of the BID Board have begun outreach efforts to property
owners within the future construction zone of the median project, in
order to garner support for the improvements as well as answer
questions about the project. Additionally, the BID Board continues to
work closely with Cal Trans, and City staff to bring this project to fruition.
For further information on this project please contact the BID’s Executive
Director, Nicole Shahenian at Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net

% % %k

Project GreenWall Program Helps
Businesses to Eradicate Graffiti

The East Hollywood BID is working with the Los Angeles Beautification
Team (LABT) to offer business owners the opportunity to participate in
a graffiti abatement program. For a nominal fee, LABT will work with
individual business owners to plant ivy on building walls where graffiti
has historically caused a problem. Business owners interested in
contracting LABT for this service should contact Sharyn Romano at
hbteam@earthlink.net or via phone at (323) 962-2163.
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About Your East Hollywood Business Improvement District

What's being done in East Hollywood?

Since its founding in 2007, the East Hollywood Business
Improvement District (BID) has been hard at work improv-
ing the Vermont Avenue corridor of East Hollywood. The
BID, with the help of local partners, recently finished plant-
ing over 100 trees in the area. Once the trees mature, the BID
anticipates they will not only make the corridor healthier and
prettier, but also more profitable. The BID is also working
with partners to improve traffic and pedestrian flow, as well
as to paint and freshen up other features of the corridor.

What is the East Hollywood BID?

A BID or ‘Property-based Business Improvement District,’
is a self-imposed and self-governed benefit assessment dis-
trict that finances enhanced services.

A BID is ‘self-imposed’ in that it requires affected prop-
erty owners to sign petitions and ballots in order to form the
district. It is ‘self-governed’ in that the property and busi-
ness owner Board of the East Hollywood District, a non-
profit organization, makes BID program and management
decisions. Property-based BIDs were initiated in California
after enabling legislation was approved in 1995. There are
now more than 70 BIDs in the State, including more than 30
in Los Angeles business districts alone. More and more,
BIDs are viewed as an effective tool to help business dis-
tricts compete in an increasingly challenging market.

What services does the BID provide?

The BID finances services that are over and above the basic
services provided by local government. Services provided
by the East Hollywood BID include litter pick-up, side-
walk/bus-stop power washing and graffiti removal by uni-
formed Maintenance Teams.

In addition to these services, the BID provides funds for
community improvement and advocacy initiatives that work
to improve the District’s business climate and overall qual-
ity of life, as well as advocating on behalf of the property
owners collectively.

What is the City’s role in providing

these improvements?

The City’s primary role is to exercise its municipal authority to
levy the assessment on behalf of the BID community. By hav-
ing the City assess all affected parties, the BID receives funds
from everyone benefiting from the improvements. The City is
also authorized to audit or otherwise review the financial condi-
tion of the BID. In this way, the City assists the BID member-
ship with oversight and review so that the special assessment is
used according to the intentions of the business community.

| already pay taxes! Why pay more for the BID?
Your general property and sales taxes pay for services that are
distributed throughout the City and the region. Unlike these
general tax dollars, 98 percent of the BID assessments come
back to the District for special projects and services that are
enjoyed only by the District. In addition, the City of Los
Angeles has a citywide policy that they will continue to pro-
vide BIDs with the same basic service as they provide to
other business districts. By forming a BID, the property own-
ers generate their own funding for maintenance and improve-
ments and determine how the money is spent within the BID
boundaries. All funding is returned to the area as determined
by the Board of Directors, which puts property owners in the
driver’s seat when it comes to improving a community.

Who oversees the BID?

A Board of Directors that is elected by the members of the
district governs each BID. The Board of Directors has a
fiduciary responsibility to the BID and hires the manage-
ment that administers the BID on a day-to-day basis. The
BID’s Board of Directors may choose to hire staff, an inde-
pendent consultant or other entities to administer the BID.
Generally, the programs to be provided by a BID are initial-
ly determined by the community and are selected based on
community needs and desires. Costs associated with deliv-
ering the most wanted improvements then form the basis for
the eventual BID assessment amount.

For any questions regarding the East Hollywood BID please contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian
at Nicole@ehbid.org or via phone at 323-469-8311.

All meetings of the East Hollywood BID Board are open to the public. All BID property owners are encouraged to attend.

Please contact the BID’s Executive Director, Nicole Shahenian for further information or to be added to our e-mail list
at Nicole@ehbid.org or via phone at 323-469-8311.






-Nicole

From: Eugene Van Cise [mailto:eugene.vancise@lacity.org]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2016 12:33 PM

To: Shahenian, Nicole <Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net>
Subject: Re: East Hollywood BID Invoices.

Nicole,
Give me what you have and I'll explain 2012 to Miranda.
Eugene

On Tue, May 10, 2016 at 10:59 AM, Shahenian, Nicole <Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net>
wrote:

Eugene-

Here is the 2016 1°' Quarter BID News. It was mailed out last week so you should also be getting a
hard copy shortly.

I will compile what | have of the others and send to you this afternoon. | am skeptical of being
able to find all of the 2012 ones. That was the year | was on medical leave and | am not sure what
happened while | was out. | will let you know what | find! But in the event that | can’t locate
them, how do | proceed?

-Nicole

From: Eugene Van Cise [mailto:eugene.vancise@lacity.org]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2016 7:37 AM

To: Shahenian, Nicole <Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net>
Subject: East Hollywood BID Invoices.

Nicole,

I have invoices for $387.30, $72,291.74 and 146,852.71. Miranda has rejected payment
because of our records indicate that we have not received the following newsletters:

2012: All 4 quarters.
2013: All 4 quarters.
2014: 1st & 2nd quarters.
2015: All 4 quarters.
2016: 1st quarter.

If you have these available, you may email them to me.

Please contact me if you should have any questions.


mailto:Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net
mailto:eugene.vancise@lacity.org
mailto:Nicole@hollywoodchamber.net

Eugene Van Cise
Management Analyst Il
Office of the City Clerk
213-978-1315


tel:213-978-1315

