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At a regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners held April 25, 2000, this Board
considered and approved the enclosed proposed ordinance amending Section 52.34 of the Los
Angeles Municipal Code related to regulation of Private Security Services. The Board took
further action and approved amendments to the Board Rules and Regulations governing Private

Patrol Services, which is being provided for your information.

The Board requested that this matter be transmitted to your office for further processing.

Very truly yours,

BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
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LUPE ORTIZ

Commission Executive Assistant
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ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending Section 52.34 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code related to
regulation of private security services.

Sec. 52.34 PRIVATE PATROL SERVICE - REGULATIONS
(Amended by Ord. No. , Eff. J

(a) Definitions;..
For the purpose of this article, certain terms used herein are defined as follows:

(1) Pn'vate Patrol Service. The term * pnvate patrol service” shall mean any
“private patrol operator”
as deﬁned in the California Busmess and Professzons Code which furnishes or purports
to furnish to mermbers, subscribers, or customers any untformed-orspeciat street patrol
officer for the purpose of affording additional security and protection of person and
property or to perform any other service directly related to the “private protection of life
and pr °PeﬂY"

(2) Special-Officer: Street Patrol Officer. The term “spemh)fﬁter” “street patrol

officer” shall mean any person who performs for a private patrol service the duties of a
uniformed guard;unifornred-watchman;-or uniformed patrotman patrol officer or any of
the dutzes' described in subdzvmon (a)(1) whose primary functionis patrothing fromrone
by street patrol service utilizing foot patrol, motor
patrol, or other means of transportation in public areas, City streets, or public
thoroughfares. This definition shall not apply to unifornred-watchmran, uniformed guards
or uniformed caretakers employed by an entity other than a private patrol service, such
as by industrial plants, department stores, community associations, or private clubs
wherein said function does not require patrolling from one location to another by use of
a City street, nor shall it apply to persons employed by such an entity solely in
connechion with the commercial, public, or professional business of such an entity.

(b) Private Patrol Services Permit.

(1) Requirement: Permiz. It shall be unlawful to engage in the business of maintaining
of operating any private patrol service in the City of Los Angeles without first obtaining a
permit /icense as required by the State of California and a permit from the City.
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(2) Applications Requirements for Permits. The following requirements must be met
to obtain a permit to operale, maintain and conduct a private patrol service in the City.

A. ¥ee: Registration. Amrappticationforapermit-to-operate; maintaimand conduct
aprivate patrol-service businessimrtire€ity A registration form shall be filed togetirer
~withramappticatronfee with the Permmt-Sectionrof the-City-Clerk?s-Office the Board of
Police Commissioners on forms supplied by the City. “madditionrthereto; ascparate
apphication-sigmed—amd-—verifted—by-the—apphicant-shatiatsobefited-with-thePotice

The registration form shall be signed and verified by
the registrant and shall state the name, address and organization of the private security
service, its method of operation, the territory ot location it proposes to serve, the names,

and addresses znd*phymzl—d:cscrrphon of its ofﬁcers members assoc1atcs and

employees

3 5 ] 3

amd-cmploycesas may be-deemed necessary by Boardof Potice- Commisstoners: and a

description of the procedures for investigating citizen complaints against its street patrol

officers.

€: B. State License Bond.

Before-apermit-fora private patrotservice is tssued; the—
apphicant-shatt-furnistr the Board-of Potice-Conmmisstorers with  The registration form for

a permit shall be accompanied by a photostatic or certified copy of his the private patrol
service's State of Califormia License and-Bond evidencing that-he-tascomptied compliance
with State laws relating to the business of private patrols.
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B: C. Insuramnce. Upon request, A a pnvate patrol service shall furnish fo the Board of
Police Commissioners evidence of the following insurance with—the—Board—ofPolice

Gonmmmupurrreqm workers’ compensation, general liability msurance, automobile
insurance and-false-arrest-msurance in the amounts to-be-determined by theBoard: required

by State law.

(c)-Speci#i-Street Parrol Officers.

(1) Registration. [t shall be unlawful for any person to perform the duties of a street patrol
officer in the City of Los Angeles without first obtaining a Guard Registration card as
required by the State of California and registering with the City. Upon the registration being
accepted by the City, the Board of Police Commissioners may issue a permit which shall be
subject to all of the provisions of Chapter 10 of this Code, including all the rights,
regulations, and due process procedures contained therein. The Board of Police
Commissioners shall retain street patrol officer permits in its files.

(2) Requirements for Registration. The following requirements must be met to register
to perform the duties of a street parrol officer in the City.

A. Registration. A registration form shall be filed with the Board of Police
Commissioners on forms supplied by the City. The registration form shall be signed and
verified by the registrant and shall state his name, address and the name and address of
the private patrol service by whom he is employed. The registration form shall be
submitted to the Board of Police Commissioners within 15 days of the Street Patrol
Officer being hired by the Private Patrol Service. Registration forms may be submitted
by hand-delivery, U.S. mail or facsimile.

B. State Registration Card. The registration form for a street patrol officer permit must
be accompanied by a photostatic or certified copy of his State of California Guard

3
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Registration card evidencing compliance with the State laws relating to the occupation of
a street patrol officer.

€3} (d) Uniform, Equipment, Badges, Insignia.

A: (1) General. No Any badge, insignia, patch or uniform shatt-be used or wom by any
employee, officer, member or associate of a private patrol service, while on duty for said
patrol service, shall be in compliance with State law. Any such badge, insignia, patch or
uniform shall not be whickis of such a design as to be mistaken for an official badge,

insignia or uniform wormn by a law enforcement officer of the City of Los Angeles or any

other law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the city. any-city;county; orstateagency

(2) Uniforms. The Private Patrol Service shall submit to the Board of Police
Commissioners a sample or color photograph of the proposed uniform for approval by the

4
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misdemeanor sex offenses. —wittrthreexceptiorrof minortraffic-offerrses: The private patrol service
shall also imunediately reportto notify the Police Department of any weapon discharge or private
person’s arrest made within the City, by any employes, officer member, or associate of the private
patrol service. '

() Employees. The private patrol service will be responsible for each street patrol officer to be
registered with the State and to._carry proof thereof at all times while on duty. 4 Street Patrol
Officer in connection with his duties, uporn request by a law enforcement officer, shall identify
himself as a Street Patrol Officer and shall give his name and employer’s name. At no time shall
a Street Patrol Officer conduct himself by word or manner as to lead others to believe that he
possesses the power to enforce Traffic Regulations or to issue Traffic Citations.

(f) () Authority to Make Rules and Regulations. The Board of Police Cotmmissionets shall
have the authority to make rules and regulations not inconsistent with State law or this chapter
concerning private patrol services and speciat street patrol officers. Prior to any changes or
additions to such Board rules and regulations, the Board of Police Commissioners shall give
reasonable notice to all private patrol services registered with the City of the proposed changes or
additions.

gy (i) Permits; Nontransferable. Permits issued under this article are not transferable. This
section shall not be construed to prohibit the owner of a private patrol service from selling, assigning
or transferring such service, however any new owner, transferee, or assignee shall be required to
qualify under this article before commencing operations or carrying on business as a private patrol
SErViICE.

(j) Suspension/Revacation. Violation of any provision of this ordinance, any of the rules
promulgated by the Board of Police Commissioners, or of any State or local law in connection with
the operation of a Private Patrol Service, may be cause for suspension and/or revocation of the
permit held by the Private Patrol Service. The Board of Police Commissioners shall natify the
Private Patrol Service of the intent to suspend or revoke the registration of any of its street patrol

officers.

~th) (k) Licensesand Fees-Permits Not Exclusive. Fees-and Permits required by this article shall
be in addition to any license; or permit orfee required under any other chapter of this code.
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Board to ensure that it does not resemble a uniform of any law enforcement agency with
Jurisdiction in the City. No uniform shall be worn if the sample thereqf submitted to the
Board has been derermined to be in violation of subsection (d)(1).

(3) Equipment, Weapons, Ammunition. Street Patrol Officers are only authorized to
carry .38 caliber, .45 caliber, .357 caliber and 9 millimeter firearms. The Board of
Police Commissioners shall have the authority to grant an exception to this subsection
upon a showing of good cause. Firearms and ammunition used by street patrol officers
shall be of a brand name, model and caliber approved by the State of California. No
street patrol officer shall carry any firearm in the performance of his duties unless he
possesses a valid firearm qualification card issued by the State for said firearm. Other
authorized weapons include State approved batons and chemical agents as authorized
by the officer’s State permit.

— Each vehzcle used for the purpose of
patrolling shall comply with California Vehicle Code sectzon 25279(b) and at a minimum the letters
and numerals shall be clearly visible and readable from a distance of fifly feet and shall be
permanently affixed to the vehicle. A private patrol operator service shall not use or permit to be
used for purposes of patrolling, any vehicle which is not marked and identifiable with approved
markings or insignia in accordance herewith. -and—mﬁrmics-md-mgn:htmm-adopted'brﬂirﬁcmd
of Potice-Commissioners: No vehicle used by a private patrol service shall be-equipped with a red
light, siren, or be painted in a manmer similar to a police vehicle of the City of Los Angeles or other
law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the City. The private patrol service shall submit to the
Board of Police Commissioners & color photograph of the proposed vehicles showmg compliance
with this subsection.

) (f Reports to Police. Every ptivate patrol service opetator and evety spectat street patrol
officer shall immediately make a report to the Police Department and-—to—theBoard-of Potice
Commisstoners of any felonies, high-grade misdemeanors or violations of the~Eos—Amgetes
Municipal-Code;or-State-or fedetal law which come to his attention. High-grade misdemeanors
include Perty Theft, Dangerous Weapons ' Control Laws, Traffic Manslaughter, Indecent Exposure,
Child Molesting, Contributing to the Delinquence of a Minor, Lewd Conduct, and all other

5
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Secretary
RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING PRIVATE PA l%%ﬁ%VICES
(IN ADDITION TO STATE LAWS AND CITY ORDINANCES)

1. Address/Telephone: Each Private Patrol Service permittee shall have and maintaio a
business address and/or emergency telephone number where a company representative is
immediately available to members of the Los Angeles Police Department on a 24-hour per
day basis.

2. Advertisements: No advertisement, representation or solicitation of any kind by a Private
Patrol Service shall in any way imply that the Private Patrol Service is a part of the Los
Angeles Police Department or any other law enforcement agency, or under contract or in any
other way connected therewith.

3. Uniforms: ‘All members of a Private Patrol Service shall be in full uniform at all times
when performing any duty or service incidental to the operation of the Private Patrol
Service unless prior notification is given to the Los Angeles Police Department Area Watch
Commander.

4, Employee Addresses: Employee address changes shall be maintained by the permittee
and shall be subject to inspection by the Board or its agent.

5. Inspections: Each holder of a Private Patrol Service permit shall hold inspections at least
monthly of all street patrol officers on-duty on the date of inspection of all uniforms, required
identification cards, badges, equipment, ammunition, and weapons. Records of inspections
shall be maintained for a period of one year and shall be made available to the Commission or
their agent upon request.

6. Employee Lists: All Private Patrol Services shall prepare and deliver an employee list or
copies of the street patrol officers’ registration forms to the Board twice a year. The employee
list or copies of the street patrol officers’ registration forms shall be received by the Board no
Jater than Jaguary 10th and July 10th of each calendar year. The employee list or copies of.
the street patrol officers’ registration forms shall include the employee’s name, State Guard
Registration card pumber and any other State required certifications (i.c., firearms, baton,
chemical agents, etc.)

7. Complaints: The Private Patrol Service shall forward copies of all complaints of violations of
codified laws involving the activities o iself or its street patrol officers which occurred in the
City of Los Angeles. These complaints shall be investigated by members of the Los Angeles
Police Department and shall be subject to review by the Board of Police Commissioners
pursuant to Los Angeles Municipal Code sections 103.00 et seq.

8. Rules: Upon issuance of a Private Patrol Service permit, the Board of Police Commissioners
shall provide to the Private Patrol Service a copy of these rules and of the City ordinance
regulating Private Patrol Services and Street Patrol Officers. The Private Patrol Service shall
ensure that its employees are familiar with the ordinance and rules.

9. Severability: A Board rule which is ruled to be invalid by a Court of competent
jurisdiction shall not invalidate the remaining Board Rules.

Adopted by the Board of Police Commissioners at a regular meeting of December 11,
1975. Amended April 25, 2000.



